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EDITORIAL

GUIDELINES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

PLEASE SEND ALL MATERIAL FOR INCLUSION TO d.g.robertson@ed.ac.uk
DEADLINE FOR THE JUNE 201 5 ISSUE IS 15 MAY2015

News Items
Conference Reports

Conference Announcements
Book Reviews

Features
Members' Recent Publications

Up to 1 50 words
500-1 500 words

Not more than a single page
500-00 words

Around 1 000 words
Maximum 5 items
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http://www.materialreligions.blogspot.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/materialreligions
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Calling all academics. . .

I f you have written material for a journal, or a
book, we may be holding monies due to you.

None of us can afford to be complacent about
money, especial ly during a recession. In addition

to your day job, if you have had an article
published in a printed academic or trade journal or written or contributed to a book then the
Authors’ Licensing and Collecting Society (ALCS) could be holding money owed to you.

Whywould we be holding money owed to you?

I f books, magazines and journals containing your work are available to be photocopied or
scanned in schools, universities, businesses or public sector bodies then you may be entitled
to a share of the income collected. These organisations buy a licence enabling them to do
limited amounts of photocopying. ALCS ensures that from this l icence fee writers are paid

their dues.

But I am not a writer....

For the majority of our 85,000 Members, writing is not their main job. Many of our Members
are doctors, nurses, teachers, lawyers, academics etc. They might have written for a journal
or have contributed to a book. These people might not consider themselves as writers but
have written to share learning and best practice, or even just to supplement their income.
Academic writers, fiction, non-fiction, translators, adaptors, scriptwriters, magazine and
journal article writers, editors and children’s writers are all el igible to be ALCS Members.

What do I need to do if I want to join and claim mymoney?

Join 85,000 other Members of ALCS. Lifetime membership costs £25. This is deducted from
your first royalty payment so that no-one is out of pocket and you don't pay anything up front.

You won’t pay anything at al l if we don't col lect any money for you.

In order to claim your secondary royalties you wil l need to register your published works or
special ist academic journal and magazine articles. You can apply to join on-l ine at

www.alcs.co.uk or alternatively contact our Membership Services Department on 020 7264
5700 or drop us an email at membership@alcs.co.uk.

Who is the Authors’ Licensing & Collecting Society?

ALCS is a not-for-profit membership organisation. We represent the interests of al l writers
and safeguard their intel lectual property rights. We collect secondary royalties on behalf of
over 85,000 writers across the UK and abroad and pay them directly to our Members, twice

a year.

For more information, check out our website at www.alcs.co.uk, cal l our Membership
Services Department 020 7264 5700 or write to us at: ALCS, The Writers’ House, 1 3 Haydon

Street, London EC3N 1 DB.

http:// www.alcs.co.uk
http:// www.alcs.co.uk


European Network for Buddhist-Christian Studies (ENBCS) 11 th Conference

Buddhist-Christian Relations in Asia

25 – 29 June, 201 5, the Archabbey of St Otti l ien, near Munich, Germany

CALL FOR PAPERS

The theme of the 11 th ENBCS conference is; Buddhist-Christian Relations in Asia. Invited speakers wil l address

Buddhist-Christian relations in six countries: China, Japan, Korea, Myanmar, Thailand, Sri Lanka. There wil l be

three speakers on each country. These include: Professor John D’Arcy May (introductory lecture); Professor Pan

Chiu Lai (China); Revd Dr Samuel Ngun Ling (Mynamar); Dr Martin Repp (Japan); Ven Jinwol Sunim (Korea);

Professor Asanga Tilakaratne (Sri Lanka); Professor Suwanna Satha-Anand (Thailand).

Academics involved in Buddhist-Christian Studies, independent researchers and others committed to Buddhist-

Christian understanding are welcome to attend the conference.

In addition, papers from postgraduate research students and experienced researchers are invited for sessions on

the evenings of Friday and Sunday. The Network places great importance on giving postgraduate research

students the opportunity to share their research and gain feedback. I t also welcomes papers from experienced

academics working within Buddhist-Christian Studies.

CFP: Beyond ‘Gays in the Church’: New Approaches to the Histories of Catholicism and Same-

Sex Desire.
A Conference and Discussion, 25-26 September 201 5, London, venue tbc

Organisers:

Dominic Janes (Professor of Cultural and Visual Studies, University of the Arts, London and Reader, Birkbeck, University of London).

Mark Chapman (Acting Principal of Ripon College, Cuddesdon and Reader in Theology, University of Oxford).

Invited Speaker, Mark D. Jordan (Mellon Professor of Christian Thought, Harvard University).

The relationships between diverse forms of rel igious and sexual identities have been widely contested in the

media since the rise of the lesbian and gay liberation movement in the 1 970s. One of the key images that often

appears in public debate is that of ‘gays in the church’ as a significant ‘problem’. On the one hand many

members of faith communities have remained hosti le to physical expressions of same-sex desire, whilst on the

other hand many lesbian and gay activists have been suspicious of various forms of rel igion. The compromise

that has been reached over church exemptions from the obligation to perform same-sex marriage ceremonies in

England indicates that many people do continue to find interactions of rel igion and homosexuality to be highly

problematic. This event aims to approach these issues from a different viewpoint. John Boswell ’s Christianity,

Social Tolerance and Homosexuality (1 980) and Same-Sex Unions in Pre-Modern Europe (1 994) created

considerable controversy because they argued that the early and medieval Church was not inherently hosti le to

same-sex desire and that this was a development of the later middle ages. Inspired by such work we want to

invite discussion on new creative approaches to the histories of Catholicism and same-sex desire. This invitation

is being sent out both to academics and to members of faith groups in order to facil itate a set of discussions

which is open and inclusive.

People are encouraged to email Dominic Janes at d. janes@arts.ac.uk to indicate if they would l ike to

attend such an event, participate in an informal discussion group or deliver a more formal paper (in which case
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FEATURES
FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

...IN ALABAMA

Steven Ramey,
Assoc. Professor,

University of
Alabama

"For them, training in
the academic study of

religion, was not
about becoming more
moral or reaching

some idealized image
ofa well-rounded
human but, instead,
prepared them to
function in a

complicated world,
thinking creatively

and analytically about
the people and tasks
that they encounter"
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GENDER EQUALITY IN TRS:
A REPORT FROM EDINBURGH

Naomi Appleton,
GEM Convenor /

Equality and
Diversity Officer,
School of Divinity,

University of
Edinburgh

(naomi.appleton@
ed.ac.uk)
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Paul Hedges,
University of

Winchester / Studies
in Inter-Religious
Relations in Plural
Societies, RSIS,

Nanyang

INTERRELIGIOUS STUDIES:
A NEW DIRECTION IN THE

STUDY OF RELIGION?
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https://www.aarweb.org/publications/interreligious-and-interfaith-studies
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/joshua-stanton/interreligious-studies-co_b_4827043.html
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ADVICE FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS:
Getting That Article Published

George D.
Chryssides,

Honorary Research
Fellow, University of

Birmingham
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Inform Seminar: “Innovation, violence and paralysis:
how do minority rel igions cope with uncertainty?”

Saturday 7th February 201 5

New Academic Building, London School of Economics

What happens when groups lose control of their own destiny? Whether it leads
to violence, as in the case of Aum Shinrikyo’s response to a potential pol ice

investigation in 1 995, or to non-violent innovations, as found in minority
rel igions fol lowing the death of their founders or leaders, uncertainty and
insecurity can lead to great change in the mission and even teachings of

rel igious groups. What does it take to bring back certainty? Bringing together
past and current members, as well as academics and practitioners this
seminar wil l explore how minority rel igions and their members work with

notions of uncertainty and insecurity.

Registration and a ful l speaker l ist wil l be available through the Inform website
www.inform.ac in the coming months.

http://www.slideshare.net/ingermewburn/write-that-journal-article-in-7-days-12742195
http://www.sagepub.com/upm-data/26605_1.pdf


1 7

Dominic Corrywright,
Principal Lecturer for
quality enhancement

and validations,
Subject lead
Religion and

Theology, Oxford
Brookes University

TEACHING AND LEARNING:
HEA Fellowships – on Achieving a Fellowship Award and
the Challenges of ‘Unmasking‘ Personal Achievement
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Leonard Primiano - Keynote
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BOOKS RECEIVED

The following titles have been received by the editors and are presently available for review. If
interested, please email d.g.robertson@ed.ac.uk

Santo Daime: A New World Religion. Dawson, A. Bloomsbury, 2013.

Contesting Secularism. Berg-Sorensen, A. Ashgate, 2013.

The Public Face of African New Religious Movements in Diaspora. Adogame, A. (ed.),
Ashgate/INFORM, 2014.

Love, Drugs, Art Religion: The Pains and Consolations of Existence. Clack, B. Ashgate, 2014. .

God, Mind and Knowledge. Moore, A. (ed.) Ashgate, 2014.

Christianity in the Modern World: Changes and Controversies. Vincett, G. and Obinna, E. (eds.)
Ashgate, 2014.

Freedom of Speech and Islam. Kolig, E. (ed.). Ashgate, 2014.
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David G. Robertson

University of Edinburgh

30

Image credits: cover
photo by David
Robertson, from
Leonard Primiano's
keynote lecture; pp 1 8,
1 9, David Robertson;
p 20, Bettina Schmidt;
p 22, George
Chryssides.



George D. Chryssides

201 4 ‘The Jehovah’s Witnesses’ Changing Hymnody’. Diskus 1 6(1 ): 82-95. Accessible onl ine at

www.rel igiousstudiesproject.com/DISKUS/index.php/DISKUS/article/view/6/6

201 4 ‘“Come On Up, and I Wil l Show Thee”: Heaven’s Gate as a Postmodern Group’; in James R. Lewis and

Jesper Aa. Petersen (eds.), Controversial New Religions. 2 ed. New York: Oxford University Press, pp.349-369.

[Reprint of 2005 article. ]

Christopher R. Cotter

201 4 Without God yet not Without Nuance: A Qualitative Study of Atheism and Non-rel igion among Scottish

University Students. In Atheist Identities: Spaces and Social Contexts, edited by Lori G. Beaman and Steven

Tomlins. Dordrecht: Springer.

John Eade

201 4 (ed. with Mario Katic) Pilgrimage, Politics and Place in Eastern Europe, (Farnham, UK and Burl ington, VT:

Ashgate).

201 4 ‘Representing British Bangladeshis in London’s East End: The global city, text, performance and

authenticity’ in Sean McLoughlin (ed.), Writing the British Asian City (London and New York: Routledge).

201 4 (with Matt Wood) ‘La construction des rel igions publiques: ethnicité, Etat- Nation et méthodisme britannique’

in Le Protestantisme Évangelique À L'Épreuve des Cultures (Paris: Harmattan).

201 3 ‘Identitarian Pilgrimage and Multicultural Society’ in Anton Pazos (ed.), Pi lgrims and Pilgrimages as

Peacemakers in Christianity, Judaism and Islam (Farnham, UK and Burl ington, VT: Ashgate).

201 3 ‘Bengalis in Britain: Migration, State Controls and Settlement’ in Joya Chatterj i and David Washbrook (eds),

Routledge Handbook of the S. Asian Diaspora (London and New York: Routledge).

Paul Hedges

201 4 (General Editor) Controversies in Contemporary Religion (3 volumes), Santa Barbara, CA: Praeger.

201 4 ‘Hospital ity, Power, and the Theology of Religions: Prophethood in the Abrahamic Context’, in Douglas

Pratt, Angela Berl is, and Andreas Krebs (eds), Interrel igious Engagement and Theological Reflection: Ecumenical

Explorations, Oecumenical Interrel igious Studies series Vol. I , Bern: Peter Lang, pp. 1 55-74.

201 4 ‘The Ethics of Comparative Religious Reading: Approaching the Sacred Space of another Tradition’, in

Ulrich Winkler, Lidia Rodriguez, and Oddbjørn Leirvik (eds), Contested Spaces, Common Ground, Currents of

Encounter series, Amsterdam: Rodopi, pp. 1 21 -39.

201 4 ‘The Old and the New Comparative Theologies: Discourses on Religion, the Theology of Religions,

Oriental ism and the Boundaries of Traditions’, in Francis Clooney and John Berthrong (eds), European Responses

to the New Comparative Theology, Basel: MDPI .
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Members' Recent Publications



201 4 ‘Discourse on Discourses: Why we sti l l need the Terminology of “Religion” and “Religions”’, Journal of

Religious History, 38:1 , pp. 1 32-48.

Moojan Momen

201 4 "Between Karbala' and Tabriz: Contested Martyrdom Narratives", in Sasha Dehghani and Silvia Horsh

(eds), Martyrdom in the Middle East. (Ex Oriente Lux, vol. 1 4). Würzburg: Ergon, pp. 43-55

201 3 The Merging of the Sacred and the Profane: What Substitutes for Ritual in the Baha'i Faith. Implicit Religion

1 6/2: 1 57-68.

201 2 Persecution and Resil ience: A History of the Baha’i Religion in Qajar Isfahan. Journal of Religious History.

36/4: 471 -485. doi: 1 0.1 111 /j .1 467-9809.201 2.01 225.x

Suzanne Owen

201 4 ‘Walking in Balance: Native American recovery programmes, ’ Religions 5(4) (201 4), 1 037-49

201 3 ‘Prayer with Pain: Ceremonial Suffering among the Mi’kmaq, ’ in J. Fear-Segal & R. Til lett (eds) Indigenous

Bodies: Reviewing, Relocating, Reclaiming (State University of New York Press), 1 29-1 43

201 3 ‘Druidry and the Definition of Indigenous Religion, ’ in James L. Cox (ed.) Critical Reflections on Indigenous

Religions (Farnham: Ashgate), 81 -92

David G. Robertson

201 4 “Locating the locus of study on "rel igion" in video games” (co-authored with J. D.F. Tuckett). In Online -

Heidelberg Journal of Religions on the Internet, 5/1 (201 4). http: //archiv.ub.uni-

heidelberg.de/ojs/index.php/rel igions/article/view/1 21 60/5995

201 4 “Transformation: Whitley Strieber’s Paranormal Gnosis”. In Nova Religio 1 8.1 . (201 4), pp 58-78.

201 3 “(Always) Living in the End Times: the Roll ing Prophecy of Conspiracy Culture” in Sarah Harvey & Suzanne

Newcombe (Eds.) Prophecy in the New Mil lennium: When Prophecies Persist. London: INFORM/Ashgate. (201 3)

pp. 207-21 9.

201 3 “David Icke’s Repti l ian Thesis and the Development of New Age Theodicy” in International Journal for the

Study of New Religions Vol. 3. No. 1 . (201 3)

Bettina E. Schmidt

201 4 The Discourse about ‘Africa’ in Religious Communities in Brazil : How Africa becomes the Ultimate Source of

Authenticity in Afro-Brazil ian rel igions. In: The Public Face of African New Religious Movements in Diaspora:

Imagining the Religious ‘Other’, ed. by Afe Adogame. (Ashgate/Inform Series on Minority Religions and Spiritual

Movements) London: Ashgate, pp.29-44.

201 4 Zombies und andere Vodou-Praktiken. In: Fremdkontrol le: Ängste, Mythen, Praktiken, ed. by Michael

Schetsche and Renate-Berebike Schmidt. Wiesbaden: Springer, pp. 1 95-209.

201 4 Mediumship in Brazil : The Holy War against Spirits and African Gods. In: Talking With the Spirits:

Ethnographies from Between the Worlds, ed. by Jack Hunter and David Luke. Brisbane: Daily Grail , pp. 206-227.
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"Where rel igions once
demanded the
sacrifice of bodies,
knowledge now calls
for experimentation on
ourselves, cal ls us to
the sacrifice of the
subject of knowledge."
(Foucault 1 971 : 1 63)




